ABSTRACT Chitinimonas spp. are Gram-negative bacilli that are observed in freshwater and soil sources. A number of Chitinimonas species have been characterized, including the green-pigmented Chitinimonas viridis. The isolate described here, BJB300, was obtained from a freshwater source in the Hudson Valley, NY. BJB300 is the first Chitinimonas isolate expressing violacein, a pigment with biotherapeutic potential.
33 potential plasmid sequences, many with GϩC contents divergent from the reported average (16) .
Contigs were annotated using Prokka (v. 1.13.3) (17), RASTtk (https://www.patricbrc .org) (18, 19) , and the NCBI Prokaryotic Genome Annotation Pipeline (20) Annotations averaged 4,652 coding sequences (CDS). A BLAST search of the 16S rRNA found that it was 94% identical to that of C. koreensis. As expected, the violacein operon was identified, describing the purple colony pigmentation. Additionally, a chitinase gene was noted, pointing to a functional ability to degrade chitin similar to that of other Chitinimonas isolates.
This report places Chitinimonas into a group of strains capable of producing violacein, enlarging the cohort of bacterial strains available for bioremediation and biotherapeutic purposes. Further analysis of this strain and its biological properties is ongoing.
Data availability. SRA files for Illumina sequencing (SRA accession number SRS2670610) have been deposited, as well as those for Nanopore sequencing (SRA accession number SRX6461400). This whole-genome shotgun project has been deposited at DDBJ/ENA/GenBank under the accession number VDCU00000000. The version described in this paper is the second version, VDCU02000000. 
